
the up building of God’s 

kingdom. First Lady and I 

will continue to keep each 

of you in our prayers. 

  I also truly thank each and 

every one who blessed the 

First Lady and I with your 

beautiful cards and gifts of 

love, and prayers on the 

Pastor’s appreciation pro-

gram. May God forever 

bless and keep all of you! 

Pastor and First Lady, Wil-

liam and Emily Davis  

  Greetings to all of our 

Christian family and friends! 

  We are truly thankfully 

anointed and blessed to 

share words of encourage-

ment, thanks and praises 

with each and everyone. We 

boldly proclaim that the 

Lord is our Rock and our 

Salvation. We can and must 

walk, live, and be blessed in 

God’s Holy Word and in His 

love. We are fully aware 

that our Lord Jesus the 

Christ has gone away to 

prepare an eternal home 

for all who will put their 

trust in Him. We must un-

derstand, believe, and obey 

the directions that God’s 

Holy Spirit reveals to us. We 

must study daily to show 

ourselves approved unto 

God, a workman, rightly 

dividing the word of truth. 

Then we must be faithful in 

our walk with the Lord. We 

must live a life dedicated to 

being truthful in our Chris-

tian walk. And most of all, 

steadfast and always 

abounding in our work for 

Peculiar People 
L.A.Davis 

  Love, Grace, and Peace 

Family!  We give our God all 

the glory, honor, and praises 

for allowing us to see the 

third quarter of 2020, which 
begins in the jubilant month 

of July! 

  During this global pandem-

ic, a new, but old, divisive foe 

has raised its ugly head, 

Racism, and it seems that 

some in power are fanning 

the flames.  While we may 

peacefully march, protest, 

and take a stand against the 

evils of racism and injustice, 

we must remember who we 

are and Whose we are.  Je-

sus tells us in Matthew 5:44 
“But I say unto you, Love your 

enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them 

that hate you, and pray for 

them which despitefully use 
you, and persecute you;”   
This is not our natural re-

sponse.  While we are follow-

ers (disciples) of Christ, striv-

ing to do things in the way 

He would have us do them, it 

may prove difficult without 

the Holy Spirit.   

  Before Jesus’ arrest, as He 

shared the last supper with 

the original disciples, He said 

in John 13:34-35 “A new 
commandment I give unto 

you, That ye love one another; 
as I have loved you, that ye 

also love one another.  By this 
shall all men know that ye are 

my disciples, if ye have love 

one to another.”  I believe He 

gave the commandment at 

that time because the disci-

ples were about to witness 

injustice as they had never 

seen it before, and it is hu-

man nature to get angry, 

want to fight, and seeds of 
hatred start to build.  This is 

evident in Peter’s response 

by pulling a sword and cut-

ting off Malchus’ ear (John 

18:10-11).  Peter eventually 

realized we are different and 

shared in I Peter 2:9, “But ye 

are a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, an holy na-

tion, a peculiar people; that 
ye should shew forth the 

praises of Him Who hath 
called you out of darkness 

into His marvellous light;”  

  May God’s Sweet Holy Spirit 

keep us peculiar people. 

In Jesus’ Love... 

From The Pastor’s Desk 
Rev. William Davis, Sr., pastor Rev. William Davis, Sr.,     

Pastor 

 

Ministerial Staff 

Rev. Leonard Harrel, Sr.,          

Assistant Pastor 

Rev. Sharon Harrel 

Dr. Patricia H. Norwood 

The Holy Journal 

Quarter 3 2020 

Fbcrichmondpark.com 

F I R S T  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H  O F  R I C H M O N D  P A R K  

Birthday Greetings 2 

Selling Out Cheap 2 

A Time of Thanks-
giving 

3 

3rd Qtr Bible Read-

ings 

3 

  

Inside this issue: 



Happy Birthday to all of those 
born in the months of July, 

August, and September! We 
thank the Lord for bringing us 

halfway through the year and 
we await many more bless-

ings to come! We hope that 
you all take the time to enjoy 

your birthday and praise God 
for his continuing grace 

throughout your life. We ask 
the Lord to inspire you and 

allow you to achieve your 

goals so you can continue to 
grow in the word of God. We 

also pray that everyone is 
staying safe and healthy with 

the current global crisis. It is 
important to remain faithful in 

the Lord and trust that He will 

guide us through any obsta-
cle. We ask the Lord to bless 

all of our family, friends, and 
loved ones and send his pro-

tective angels to watch over 

them. We love you and we are 
praying for you each and eve-

ry day! 
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Third Quarter Birthday Greetings 
First Lady Emily Davis 

The Holy Journal 

“And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from 
the field, and he was faint: And Esau said to 

Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red 
pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his name 

called Edom. And Jacob said, Sell me this day 
thy birthright. And Esau said, Behold, I am at 

the point to die: and what profit shall this birth-
right do to me? And Jacob said, Swear to me 

this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold 
his birthright unto Jacob. Then Jacob gave 

Esau bread and pottage of lentils; and he did 
eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: 

thus Esau despised his birthright.” Genesis 

25:29-34  

Because of his hunger, Esau sold his future. 
His price for his birthright was a bowl of beans 

and a piece of bread. He sold out cheap! He-

brews 12:16 calls the trade, “profane.”  

He sold his birthright to his younger brother, 
Jacob. Esau was given that birthright at no 

merit of his own. It was the providence of God 
that he was born first and given its benefits. 

However, it was his poor decision that gave it 
all away. His birthright consisted of: priestly 

rights, respect as head of household when his 
father died, family decision-maker over all oth-

er family members, and a double portion of his 
father’s goods when the father died. All this he 

gave away.  

All can have the birthrights due members of 

the family of God. Some have given it all away 
for eternally, insignificant reasons. Here are a 

few reasons why many have not been saved 
and been born into the family of God to receive 

an eternal birthright:  

they developed their lack of charac-
ter because they cheated on a test, 

and never learned how to study and 
not quit. Maybe patience was traded 

for quick solutions to a need,  

> blessings of God, because one 

would not trust Him by faith. The 
giving of a tithe may have cost a 

person seeing how God could make 
the other 90% of their salary go far-

ther. Faithfulness in church attend-
ance may have been traded for going 

to a baseball game on Sunday, and 
now they wonder why God has not 

directed their life, a future with a 
spouse-for-life because one was too 

impatient to wait on God’s timing,  

> a future of being used by God, for 

the temporary things of this world. 
God has big plans for many, but 

sometimes those plans are traded 

for doing what you wanted to do.  

> an opportunity to get instructions 
from God that would change one’s 

life, but because they never read the 

Bible, they never got them.  

   

Like Esau, too many have made bad 
decisions. They traded something of 

great eternal for a shiny, worthless 

trinket this world offered them.  

* “I don’t want to change religions. Our 
family has always been this religion, and 

we’ll stay this religion,”  

* they have not read their Bible and do not 

know God’s way to heaven,  

* they think there’s so many in their reli-
gion that they could not possibly all be 

wrong,  

* because they do not want to give up their 

sin to obey the Lord, and many more excus-

es.  

In an eternity in hell, the excuses for not 
being born again will not seem important. 

Eternal birthrights get traded cheaply.  

Others may have been saved, but they may 

have traded their birthrights as a Christian 
for something else of far lesser value. What 

God wants us to have is always more bene-
ficial than what one could get from this 

world. Here is a partial list of what many 

have given up:  

> a reputation as an honest person. For 
whatever reason, a lie has been told, and it 

cost its teller the trust of many people,  

> a direct prayer-line with God, because 

one was tempted and fell into sin. Partici-
pation in sin breaks fellowship with God. 

Unconfessed sin has kept many from hav-
ing a relationship with God and having the 

ability to get answered prayer,  

> the building of character and learning 

what God wanted them to learn. Perhaps 

Selling Out Cheap 
Submitted by Brother Matthew Sharper, Sr. 



My obedience to God the 

Father, Jesus his Son and the 
Holy Spirit, Pastor Davis, Min-

isterial Staff, friends, mem-
bers of FBC, I’m thankful for 

the opportunity to give 

Thanks! 

While planning for 2 weeks to 
spend with Venicia, Brian and 

Grayson to help them out with 
the baby while  they looked 

for daycare, turned out to be 
8 weeks of bonding and learn-

ing. During that time, I 

learned how to redirect my 
time and energy because of 

Covid-19. Working out via 
Zoom, Facebook and 

YouTube, cooking new recipes 
with my daughter (bread pud-

ding and teacakes) from 
scratch, not having to drive, 

no sight seeing or exploring 
Washington DC due to the 

lock down and Social Distanc-

ing. 

It also afforded more time to 
get closer to Venicia, my God-

daughter LaTonya and Niece 
Tomeka via the Internet. We 

enjoyed 47 days of Lent with 
daily bible scriptures, devo-

tion and prayers. Not only did 
we get closer to God but also 

each other. Although miles 
apart and in different parts 

the country, we discussed our 
point of views on each days 

scripture and devotions.  

Our new normal was having 

everything delivered - grocer-
ies,  cleaning supplies, din-

ners even medicine. We had 
no physical contact with the 

outside world. Having time to 
learn how to be  a better par-

ent to adult children and real-
izing that my way wasn’t al-

ways the right way. 

Bonding with Venicia giving 

parenting ideals and my opin-
ion on raising her son, one on 

one talks with Brain on his 
thoughts about marriage, 

ed for their strength and 

deliverance. Wear your 
mask, social distance and 

practice good hygiene and 

above all - PRAY! 

money and family. I was thankful 

for those opportunities of Family, 
conversations that I’ll cherish 

always.  

It was  a time of Thanksgiving for 

me. In DC with Covid-19 worship-
ing was different we had Bible 

study  and Church via telecom-
munication  as a  family some-

thing we would’ve never done to 

had to do if not for Covid-19.   

A time of Thanksgiving to adjust 
to our new way of life, the new 

normal if you will, I’ve lost a fami-
ly member and friends. Praying 

for strength and giving thanks for 
the memories and time spent 

while they were here.  We 

learned to adjust and create new 
ways of doing things, knowing 

this too shall pass, realizing 
Gods word is still going forth, our 

lives are still going on, the world 
however different now still goes 

on. Knowing that every setback, 
every disappointment, every loss 

and every victory is a testimony, 

I’m Thankful for it all. 

It has been a time of Thanksgiv-
ing - praying daily for family, 

friends, those that may consider 
me as an enemy. Praying for 

racism and hatred for a change 
in how we treat one another in 

this world.  

I’m Thankful for my family, hus-

band, children, grandson, friends 

and the world. 

I’m thankful for a Pandemic that 
showed me how I could use my 

time better, learn and study 
God’s word more and realize 

what I’m capable of in Jesus 

name. 

I’m Grateful for a changed ap-
proach to life, worship, praise 

and giving thanks and grateful 

for God’s Blessings and LOVE! 

I’m thankful that God has cov-
ered us during this Pandemic 

and keeping us healthy and pro-
tecting us from the Coronavirus 

(Covid-19). I pray for those infect-

Bible Reading Chart—Third Quarter 
Submitted by Bro. Matthew Sharper, Sr. 
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“I’m thankful that God 

has covered us during 

this Pandemic and 

keeping us healthy and 

protecting us from the 

Coronavirus (Covid-19). 

“ 

A Time of Thanksgiving 
By Sister Velma Cador Gray 



 

 

FBC CALENDAR OF EVENTS & BIRTHDAYS 

JULY 2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat EVENTS & BIRTHDAYS: 

   1 2 3 4 
Jul 03 Cynthia Wilson 

Jul 04 Independence Day 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
  Jul 10 Dr. Patricia Norwood 

Jul 12 Lori Davis; Chloe’ Sharper 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Jul 13 Tyra Davis 

Jul 16 Patricia Watson 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Jul 17 Taylor Davis 

Jul 20 Leonard Harrel, Jr. 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
Jul 22 Phyllis Mason 

Jul 28 Bryan Spencer 

       
Jul 30 Madell Knighten 

Jul 31 James Mack 

 

AUGUST 2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat EVENTS & BIRTHDAYS: 

      1 
Aug 01 Linda Davis 

Aug 04 Christopher Johnson, Sr. 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Aug 06 Madison Felton 

Aug 07 Ciera Hubbard 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
Aug 08 Clarice Davis 

Aug 09
 M
EN DAY 

MEN DAY 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
Aug 13 Alajah Holliday 

Aug 22 Birtha Mason 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
Aug 27 Adrian Sharper 

Aug 28 Selena Paul 

30 31      
Aug 29 Tramell Wright 

  

 

SEPTEMBER 2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat EVENTS & BIRTHDAYS: 

  1 2 3 4 5 
Sep 07 Labor Day 

Sep 13 Akira Bethany 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Sep 15 John Coleman, Jr. 

Sep 16 Kayla Haynes 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
Sep 17 Michael Harrel 

Sep 18 Nakyra Haynes 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
Sep 22 Marc Davis, Sr.; Montier Edwards; 

 Jordan Coleman 

27 28 29 30    
Sep 26 Minor Bell 

Sep 27 Marquis Davis 
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Phone:  225-383-7868 
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Rev. William Davis, Sr., pastor 
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Please join us on 

 

Sundays @ 11:00 a.m.  - Worship Service 

 

Tuesdays @ 6:30 p.m.  - Prayer & Bible Study 

 

Alternating Wednesdays @ 11:00 a.m.  - Mid-week 

Service 

Dedicated to the service of God for over 100 years! 
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